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THE PRIZE

The Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize is a biennial
international award that honours outstanding
achievements and contributions to the creation of
liveable, vibrant and sustainable urban communities
around the world. The Prize seeks to recognise cities
and their key leaders and organisations for displaying
foresight, good governance and innovation in tackling
the many urban challenges faced, to bring about social,
economic and environmental benefits in a holistic way
to their communities.

To facilitate the sharing of best practices in urban
solutions that are easily replicable across cities, the
Prize will place an emphasis on practical and cost
effective solutions and ideas, for the benefit of cities
around the world. Through this prize, Singapore hopes
to promote exemplary thought-leadership and exchange
of ideas among cities, so as to spur further innovation in
the area of sustainable urban development.

The Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize Laureate will
be presented with an award certificate, a gold
medallion and a cash prize of $$300,000, sponsored
by Keppel Corporation.

AFITTING TRIBUTE

The Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize is named
after Singapore’s first Prime Minister. Mr Lee was
instrumental in developing Singapore into a distinctive,
clean and green garden city in a short span of a few
decades. Underhisleadership, the adoption of strategic
land use, transport and environmental policies and
programmes have helped Singapore to develop into a
liveable city with a high quality living environment, in
tandem with rapid economic growth.

The Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize is co-organised by
the Urban Redevelopment Authority of Singapore and
the Centre for Liveable Cities.

RIE T

2 O T T R R PR AU — IR E PR R, 5
FERS QIS & W A 1 ST R SRR 3 A X
g E P R A A DT AR o L 2 T T Rl DA LR
R v TR G0 A8 A R I T T W 2 VF 22 B, I RE DA
P4 /1T XONA AL X R A @b KA
AT B AT AL

DR TRV P HES] 73 5 5 A A5 T 2 18 R 7 T
i pR T SR B EEAE I, SRR ITURS 3 T X BRI A 2
T SE B A L A 2 i 16 5 56 M RBAE oS TN A B2 Eh
AR TGO 7 i3 S 0 g I e kA T R A WAL, B
FE T RFELIR T R T T, R B 22 G B

ZECHR TR T AR R 2 RE — R RAE . DK
R AR — Mg i 2K F 5 300,000 HrocHleR.

[a] — X 4514 LA

2 MR T S 9 T A DT I 1 A S B R 1 44 SR
LRI 2R S 2R S T N RE E AR AE L £E 1 I
(1) PR S 44 SRR AR €8 22 3 €0 7 el I T ) B 2 B
Ho EMAPT T LAT RIS E AT S 0E KA
SEBURANTE R, A R Bl IR e R — A R AR
A H A5 DU 10 BRI .

ZREOU R T F 3T 2 e T DX A R R R R T L B A
WK o



LAUREATES

A

Eﬂ . BN
~F

it

3

OO0 0000

O 00000

(0)0) (eJele;
000

(eJele;

0000

(0]@)

00000
000000
00000

0000

00000

00000

00000

©) 00000

00 00000

0O 00000
000000000

O 000000000
00O 00000000
OO0 00000000
(0]@) 00000000
000 00000000
©) 0000000
0000000
0000000
00000

00000

O 00O

0000

00O

00000

00000

0000

o O 000 O
000 O
©)

(@)
(0)@)
(@)
(0]0) O O
0000 0000
0000000000
O 0000000000 O
O 000000000000
00O 000000000000
00 000000000000
0000000000000 00
0000000000000 00
0000000000000 00
00000000000 0OO00
0000000000000 00
O 0000000000000
0000000000000 0
0000000000000 0
00000000000 O
000000000000
00000000
0000000
000000
00000
O 0000
(o)) 0000 (0]@)
(e)ele; o O (e)ele;
0000 O (eJele;
0000 (e)e)
0000 00O
0O 00O (o)eJe;
OO0 0000 O
0O 00O O
000000 O 00000
o0 O O O
O 00O O 00O O



PRIZE LAUREATE 2014:
SUZHOU, JIANGSU PROVINCE

2014 22 T15

Suzhou has undergone remarkable transformation
over the past two decades. The significance of its
transformation lies in the city’s success in meeting the
multiple challenges of achieving economic growth in
order to create jobs and a better standard of living for its
people; balancing rapid urban growth with the need to
protect its cultural and built heritage; and coping with a
large influx of migrant workers while maintaining social
stability.

Suzhou had initially benefitted from Singapore’s
experience and contributions in the 1990s when it set
up its first industrial estate and prepared a master plan
of the industrial township and city centre. However,
since then, Suzhou has independently put in place many
initiatives that have propelled the city forward.

Firstly, it has successfully transited from an agricultural,
manufacturing, export-oriented economy to an innovative,
high-value, service-oriented economy. The city carried out
proper planning and made deliberate efforts to invest in
physical infrastructure to support its economic objectives.
Coupled with a combination of innovative incentives
and international marketing, the city has attracted key
businesses from around the world to take shape in
Suzhou Industrial Park and Jinji Lake Central Business
District. The city continues to invest in needed infrastructure
even as the city expands. For example a new Metro
system will serve the whole city and link its core with
key industrial zones and other new development areas.

Secondly, Suzhou recognized the importance of cultural
conservation at the city-wide level, even as the drive for
modernization gained momentum. In order to maintain
and preserve Suzhou's old city which comprised its
historical and cultural core, Suzhou redirected urban
growth pressures to a new Central Business District,
a mixed-use center for the 21st century. At the same
time, the city continued to invest in its rich heritage,
making it come alive for residents, small businesses,
and tourists, as part of the continuation of the education
and culture that has long been the hallmark of Suzhou.
The UNESCO-designated regions, such as Pingjiang
Historic District, are being preserved while continuing
to serve as attractive neighbourhoods for its residents.

In its development of specific projects, Suzhou should
be commended for continuous enhancement of the
living environment. The Stone Lake District project is
one such example. This district demonstrated Suzhou's
innovative social policies in the re-settlement of rural
farmers to urban areas. Pig farming activities had to
be relocated as these activities were contaminating
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the existing lake. The farmers were resettled in a short
span of 4 months by utilising the innovative “1-for-3"
relocation housing policy, where farmers were offered
3 units of urban housing in exchange for their 1 unit of
farm residence. They are able to enjoy the first unit for
themselves, the second unit for family members, and
the third unit as income property. The city protected
and made more accessible their water-rich landscape
which is consistent with the Chinese value of ‘water’
forming linkages and connections between water and
settlements.

Thirdly, a significant achievement of Suzhou is its
inclusionary policies in the treatment of migrant
workers. Faced with a surge of migrant workers
flocking to the city for jobs, Suzhou’s economic growth is
complemented by innovative social policies that advance
community integration. Migrant workers are given equal
opportunities to access health and education benefits
as the local residents. These policies have facilitated
the integration of workers into the city and brought
about greater social stability.

Throughout the period of continuing rapid growth,
Suzhou has maintained its specific and distinctive local
identity and culture, creating a high quality of life for its
residents and workers and attracting tourists to share
in its past and future. However, in view of the rapid pace
of development, it is noted that more attention could be
given to the urban design of the city to guide individual
development projects. In addition, quality architecture
and more appropriate form massing of suitable human
scale should be encouraged.

On the whole, the city leaders of Suzhou have
demonstrated strong leadership and commitment
to develop the city, guided by good governance and
structured processes. The clearly articulated long-term
vision and planning approach that Suzhou has put in
place, combined with competent leadership and strong
political support, have enabled the city to tackle urban
challenges effectively. Suzhou provides many good
lessons for the many rapidly urbanising cities in China
as well as in other developing nations.
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PRIZE LAUREATE 2012: CITY OF NEW YORK
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The Honourable Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor of the
City of New York, and the departments of Transportation,
City Planning and Parks & Recreation are recognised
for strategically orchestrating the remarkable
transformation of New York City over the last decade.
The year 2001 was a traumatic point in which the city
suffered a sense of loss and uncertainty. Under the
mayor’s visionary leadership, New York faced that
adversity by defining a bold vision for its future. Within
years, the city had not only recovered but had grown
better than before. By embracing its complexity, density
and diversity, the city witnessed a marked increase
in the quality of life in a short span of time. Building
on the foundation of crime reduction and other urban
initiatives of earlier administrations, the leadership of
Mayor Bloomberg and his commissioners has altered
the landscape and notably renewed confidence and
optimism among New Yorkers for their city’s future.

New York City's successful reinvention and rejuvenation
is framed by the effective and efficient implementation
of the actions set out in PlaNYC - a holistic and
interdisciplinary blueprint for a greater and greener
New York. This forward-looking set of interdependent
strategies charts the city's future to 2030 by integrating
disciplines such as landuse planning, transportation
investment, environmental stewardship, and public
health in one document. It addresses the challenges
of accommodating another T million residents and new
21st-century jobs to the city’'s population and workforce,
renewing the city’s physical infrastructure, and
preparing for climate change. PlaNYC's comprehensive
set of strategies, while focused on outcomes for the
year 2030, also sets specific short-term milestones for
intended progress on a variety of metrics, ranging from
numbers of trees planted, hectares of contaminated
land remediated, and benchmarking for energy
efficiency to improvements in air and water quality.
Many of these initiatives cumulatively contribute toward
the overarching goal of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions to 30% below 2005 levels by 2030. Progress
on all initiatives, and this overall goal, is measured and
publicly published each year.

Recognising the importance of improving existing urban
systems and creating new public infrastructure at the
citywide level to secure its future, the city takes the
lead in strategic capital investment as an imperative
to generate catalytic benefits for the city. Today, more
than 283 hectares of parks and 450 km of bicycle lanes
have been installed. Specific examples include the
reuse and repurposing of the city’s industrial waterfront
into a dynamic and sustainable park, as embodied in
Brooklyn Bridge Park. By demonstrating a high level of
commitmentand capitalinvestment, business confidence
has been boosted and has, in turn, restored citizens’ faith
in their city. The decision to legislate PlaNYC for review
every four years to chart the city’s future further displays
exemplary foresight. Institutionalising key processes
and mandating their continual measurement ensures
longevity of the plan and that strategic objectives will be
met over the long run.

The administration is highly commended for the strong
political will that is spearheading change in the city and
in the mindset of its residents. The capacity for dialogue
between government and civic groups also synergises
efforts and allows creative ideas to take root. This is
exemplified in bottom-up, high-impact initiatives such
as the High Line, where neighbourhoods are renewed
and beneficial effects stimulate the city’'s economy.
Underutilised spaces and roads have also been carefully
transformed, with limited funds, into plazas for the
public’'s enjoyment. Partnerships with community and
business groups not only helped to maintain the spaces
but fostered a sense of ownership. This has significantly
lifted the quality of life in an urban environment.

The city’s transformation is a testament to the dynamic
leadership of Mayor Bloomberg and the departments of
Transportation, City Planning and Parks & Recreation,
as well as other city agencies, and to the dedicated
partnership between the city and its stakeholders to
implement a shared vision for the city. It serves as an
inspiring model for other mature, high-density global
cities to reframe their future in terms of sustainability
and offers many innovative and replicable solutions for
cities around the world.
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PRIZE LAUREATE 2010: BILBAO CITY HALL
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Bilbao City Hall has been instrumental in regenerating
and transforming the city of Bilbao from an obsolete
and dilapidated industrial city into a knowledge-based
economy. The success of Bilbao is largely attributed
to its integrated and holistic approach to achieving
economic, social and physical transformations. Its
emphasis on environmental clean-up, use of culture,
internationalisation and design, and major improvements
to its infrastructure, as well as the restoration of its
historic areas over 25 years have successfully rejuvenated
the city. More significantly, the city was able to connect
investment in infrastructure with social integration. The
river, which was once a physical and social barrier, is now
a hub for social and cultural integration, and a centre for
innovation and creativity.

Thejuryis particularlyimpressed with the establishment
of Bilbao Ria 2000 as an effective framework to align
government, business and the community towards
a shared vision for the city. Bilbao Ria 2000 is a
testimony to the importance of strong leadership and
institutionalised processes in key decision making and
sustained implementation.
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Bilbao is also an exemplary city that continually
reinvents itself and evolves amidst dynamic changes,
and will serve as an inspiration to cities worldwide. The
experience of Bilbao as a comprehensive “city project”,
incrementally executed through 25 urban projects over
25 years, has achieved a profound transformation of the
city. The city has improved its environment and quality
of life significantly, strengthened its social cohesiveness
and cultural vibrancy, and also increased its economic
competitiveness.

It is noted that the key factors underlying the success of
Bilbao's transformation are more than the “Guggenheim
Effect”. It is not about achieving urban transformation
and economic and social vibrancy through a few
iconic buildings. Rather, Bilbao has shown that strong
leadership and a commitment to a systematic and long-
term plan, based on solid processes and supporting
infrastructure, are key factors to the success of a city’s
transformation.
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SPECIAL MENTIONS
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Special Mention 2014:
Yokohama

The City of Yokohama is recognised for overcoming its
urban challenges faced over the last 40 years through
excellent partnership with its citizens and stakeholders.
As a satellite city at the edge of the Tokyo Metropolitan
Area, Yokohama has successfully established its own
identity as a liveable, relatively affordable and family-
friendly city by tapping on the internationalization of
the region and excellent transport networks. The city’s
leadership is commended for its long-term vision and
project-oriented approach that has helped to bring this
to fruition.

Yokohama's high level of collaboration with its
stakeholders and citizens is an admirable model.
As most of the land is held privately, this presents a
considerable obstacle to large-scale planning and
implementation of development projects. However, the
city sought to work hand-in-hand with the community
to achieve significant transformation. Minato Mirai 21,
the city’'s revitalised waterfront business district is a
prime example. The city negotiated with stakeholders to
free up land for downtown development and concluded
agreements with the community to implement good
urban design and coordinate development actions in the
entire district. It was observed however, that in the next
phase of development, a larger and longer term view will
be desirable to enhance the attractiveness of the city and
its waterfront.

Yokohama is also an inspiring model for waste reduction.
A remarkable 43.2% reduction of waste from 1.61 million
tonnes in 2001 to 0.93million tonnes in 2010 was achieved
despite an increase in population. This feat embodies
the collaborative spirit of Yokohama to work together as
an entire city to achieve extraordinary results. Building
on this initial success, the city aspires to reduce waste
further in the coming years.

Thecityisalsoaleaderinpartneringtheindustrytodevelop
smart technologies to address its future challenges.
Smart energy management systems are experimented in
existing houses, buildings and factories and new mobility
systems such as compact electric vehicles are piloted in
Minato Mirai 21. Through Y-PORT, the city’s international
technical cooperation programme, Yokohama cleverly
marries economic growth and international contribution
by tying up with local businesses to export urban solutions
to emerging cities. Yokohama's outstanding collaboration
with its citizens and stakeholders is an exemplary model
for cities around the world.
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Special Mention 2014:
Medellin

Medellin is recognised for its outstanding urban
transformation over the past 20 years, notably its
significant reduction of homicide rates from 380.6
per 100,000 inhabitants in 1991 to 52.3 per 100,000
inhabitants in 2012, or 86.2% reduction. This is achieved
through a bold and visionary leadership, and social
innovation through a series of small-scale but high-
impact urban acupuncture projects to help tackle some
of the city’s most critical issues, namely drug-related
crimes, territorial gang conflicts, unemployment and
social inequity.

With a clear vision for the future, the government is
commendable for taking on positively the city's problems
using non-conventional approaches, such as continual
upgrading of informal settlements and providing them
with utilities, connecting remote hillside communities
to the rest of the city with the world’s first cable car
system for daily commuting, innovative library parks that
double their roles as social nodes, urban escalators to
cut commuting time at hilly neighbourhoods, and using
the public realm as a mechanism of providing safety
rather than surveillance. These catalytic projects were
developed using limited funds, and part of the profits
generated from the city’s efficient public companies
goes back into urban development.

Medellin prides itself on social innovation; sociologists
work hand-in-hand with urban planners on the frontline
to offer help to the people, while residents from local
communities are employed by the city to serve as guides,
excellent examples of instilling local pride and creating
of self-defensible spaces. Citizens are also empowered
to decide the use of 5% of the municipal budget to meet
their needs, even the poorest citizen is made an active
participant of the city’s transformation.

To ensure a sustainable economy, efforts can be seen
from both the government and the private sector in their
strong alliances. An example is the Medellinovation
district, a new technological district spearheaded
by RutaN, a corporation set up by the city to foster
economic development in key areas by providing funding
to companies with the know-how. Although Medellin
today is doing many things right, the city can benefit
more with an overall strategy, especially in the area
of housing, to guide the city into the future and ensure
a lasting transformation. Nonetheless, Medellin's
achievements today would provide a great inspiration to
other cities facing similar issues.
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Special Mention 2012
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation

Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC] is recognised
forits early successesinimplementing a comprehensive
City Development Plan, which aims to transform India’s
seventh largest city into a more liveable, equitable and
sustainable metropolis, with a dynamic multi-sector
economy and an emerging auto-hub. As it displays
the first signs of dramatic physical transformation,
Ahmedabad sends a message of hope to cities that
are seeking to rise above the proliferating problems of
pollution, worsening traffic conditions and inadequate
affordable housing.

AMC unveiled its plan in line with the state of Gujarat’s
Urban Development Year 2005 after intensive public
consultation and with the inspiration and leadership of
Shri Narendra Modi, chief minister of Gujarat. The four
key elements of the plan are: to unlock land potential
through urban reform; to invest in environment and
infrastructure; to ensure inclusive development to
address issues of the urban poor beyond basic needs;
and capacity building and institutional strengthening.

One early success is the bus rapid transit system
(BRTS), which addresses the public-transport needs of
a burgeoning population and is the first step in a more
comprehensive transport plan. The BRTS has seen public-
transport usage increase tremendously and has created
a catalytic effect along BRTS corridors. In addition, all
public transport now runs on compressed natural gas
(CNG), thus reducing air pollution significantly.

Equally visible is the 2008 Kankaria Lake redevelopment.
This former dilapidated and polluted royal bathing
ground is now a vibrant cultural and recreational
centre after the implementation of practical solutions
to improve the environment, organisation of traffic
movement and rehabilitation of the food vendors. The
Sabarmati Riverfront project, now in development, will
have an even greater impact on the city, as it addresses
flood, sewage and water pollution issues, relocation and
rehabilitation of slums, and the provision of new public
and open spaces.

AMC has distinguished itself as a forward-looking
organisation and an inspiring model for sustainable
development. Itsearlyachievements reaffirmtheimportance
of a clearly articulated and holistic vision, combined with
strong political will in tackling urban problems.
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Special Mention 2012
Brisbane City Council - Urban Renewal Brisbane

Brisbane City Councils Urban Renewal Brisbane
(URBJ agency is recognised for its significant role in
transforming what was once a “country town” blighted
by economic stagnation, sprawl and urban decay into
an economically, culturally and physically vibrant
metropolis. Over the past 20 years, URB's sustained
initiatives have successfully revived local economies
and inner-city living by regenerating derelict industrial
sites and revitalising the city’s neglected riverfront.

The focus of URB's initiatives has been the inner city,
an area within a 5-km radius around and including
the central business district (CBD). Former industrial
and warehouse areas in the CBD fringe and along
the Brisbane River are now highly attractive, Llively
neighbourhoods of mixed use thatembrace and enhance
the area’s industrial built heritage. The river, with its
handsomely recreated riverfront, has been embraced
as a major connecting spine for public spaces, a
popular means of transport and a catalyst for high
quality residential development. URB has also helped
to deliver affordable housing in the areas undergoing
urban renewal, thus avoiding the formation of exclusive
high-income areas.

A strong vision and a sensitive-yet-practical approach
to development is embedded in URB’s modus operandi,
which is focused on outcomes rather than regulations.
By co-funding exemplary demonstration and catalyst
projects, the city has fostered confidence and buy-
in from the market and this, in turn, has changed
attitudes towards higher-density living, city growth
and urban renewal. Through positive partnering with
the private sector and proactive engagement with
local communities, URB has gained their interest,
understanding and commitment to Brisbane’'s urban
environment. Indeed, the city’s quick recovery from
the January 2011 floods was aided by thousands of
volunteers, illustrating a self-help citywide community
spirit that is truly admirable.

URB continues to play a key role in implementing
Brisbane's strategic vision of pursuing a realistic
alternative to the Australian tradition of suburban
sprawl. Thecity’s successinurbanrenewalasavanguard
for economic transition, inner-city cultural renaissance
and the creation of sustainable communities is highly
relevant not only to other Australian cities but also to
cities worldwide that face similar challenges.

© City=of Brisbane
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Special Mention 2012
City of Copenhagen and City of Malmo

The cities of Copenhagen in Denmark and Malmo
in Sweden were nominated separately, yet the jury
felt that they deserved a joint commendation due to
their close collaboration at government and business
levels, and shared vision of a holistic set of economic,
environmental and socially sustainable goals.

Thetwometropolitanareasare separated by the @resund
Strait, which has lent its name to the @resund region,
comprising eastern Denmark and southern Sweden
and the most densely populated area in Scandinavia,
with a population of 3.7 million. Since 2000, the cities
have been linked by the @resund Bridge, the longest
road and rail bridge in Europe, which embodies their
successful collaboration on infrastructure projects. By
pooling resources and sharing public infrastructure,
such as the Copenhagen Airport and the Copenhagen-
Malmo Port, both cities achieve benefits across multiple
scales, generate greater economic vitality in the region
and extend their influence beyond national boundaries.

Copenhagen and Malmo are widely recognised as two
of the most sustainable cities in the world. Both cities
continuetopushforevenmoresustainable developments
through active dialogues and with a clear vision and a
strong commitment to integrated and comprehensive
strategic long-term planning. Copenhagen is widely
recognised for its architecture and urban-design
excellence and aims to be the world's first carbon-
neutral city by 2025. Since the 1980s, Copenhagen
has embraced the use of bicycles for commuting, and
an estimated 50% of residents cycle on a daily basis.
Malmo, which has established itself as Sweden’s best
city for cycling, aims to be the world's most sustainable
city by 2020. Test-bedding pilot projects, such as the
development of sustainable districts, has already begun.
In both cities, systematic implementation and rigorous
monitoring support the planning for low-carbon
development, urban intensification and the continued
push for cycling as a model of green mobility.

The remarkable level of collaboration to achieve
successful outcomes demonstrates the need for
creative rethinking of the structure of government and
cities beyond municipal and national boundaries. The
cities of Copenhagen and Malmd are exemplary for
their forward-thinking vision and strategies.

© City of Copenhagen
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Special Mention 2012
City of Vancouver

The City of Vancouver is an exemplary demonstration
of strong visioning, community values and long-term
planning. Over the last 40 years, the city has shown
foresight and boldness in resisting two of the major
North American urban trends: the introduction of
freeways into the city centre and the loss of residents to
the suburbs. Instead, the city embarked on an inner-city
densification process, supported by innovative planning,
which has contributed to a more liveable and vibrant city
life.

Vancouver works hard to prove that it is worthy of its
spectacular setting. It is highly commendable that the
city has harnessed, rather than taken for granted, its
extraordinary natural setting to inform every aspect
of city planning. Today, the city is characterised by
exceptionalurban design thataccentuates the loveliness
of its surroundings. For instance, building heights are
zealously controlled to maintain a breathtaking view
of the mountainous skyline and ocean backdrop. In
addition, neighbourhoods are carefully designed so that
the barriers between the private, social and natural
spaces are seemingly absent, encouraging the diffusion
of vibrancy and appreciation of the outdoors.

Vancouver does not shy away from going against
prevailing trends in order to do what it thinks is right.
For example, while other cities relentlessly expanded
and improved road networks to reduce congestion,
Vancouver halted new car-oriented infrastructure. By
allowing congestion-usuallyseenasa problem -toexist,
private-vehicle usage has been effectively discouraged.
From 1996 to 2011, there was a 25% reduction in the
number of vehicles entering the downtown area, while
more than 40% of the city’s labour force travelled to
work by public transport, by bicycle or on foot.

Benefiting from an active citizenry bonded by a strong
set of Vancouver Values, a succession of capable
planning staff and progressive leadership, the city has
been able to institutionalise key processes and continue
the sustained implementation of their plans across
the terms of several mayors. The City of Vancouver
sends a key message on the need for sustained and
long-term planning efforts as the foundation for future
development, while remaining flexible and adaptable in
responding to the changing needs and the context of the
environment.

© City of Vancouver
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© City of Melbourne

Special Mention 2010
City of Melbourne

The City of Melbourne was shortlisted for its integrated
approach and commitment to strategic planning in
the last 30-40 years, beginning with the 1974 Strategy
Plan, right up to the most recent Future Melbourne
plans, projecting Melbourne’s urban development into
the next 30 years. This is realised through a succession
of influential leaders, such as state ministers and
lord mayors, and strong processes that helped to
institutionalise key strategic planning principles into the
system of government (e.g. state planning department,
city council). The City of Melbourne is also widely noted
for its inclusive planning process involving the city
council, businesses and residents.

The effects of Melbourne’s transformation have been
enormous within the city centre. Previously, the city
centre was virtually lifeless at night and during weekends,
but now the city centre is brimming with life. Its resident
population had increased from 36,000 in 1991 to 90,000
in 2009. This made the city vibrant and exciting, and a
very attractive destination among the locals and visitors.
Public projects such as Federation Square and Birrarung
Marr have created quality public spaces for residents and
added value to surrounding developments.

As one of the fastest growing cities in Australia,
Melbourne has plans to increase the population density
within the city, whilst seeking ways to maintain its
ranking as one of the most liveable cities in the world.
Although the City of Melbourne’s urban initiatives are
currently more focused on the city itself, there is keen
interest to extend the benefits of these initiatives to the
wider economic and social hinterland, up to 150 km
outwards beyond the greater area of Melbourne.
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Special Mention 2012
AHT Group AG/SUN Development

AHT Group AG/SUN Development were shortlisted
for exceptional merit in running, on a daily basis, the
comprehensive Violence Prevention through Urban
Upgrading (VPUU) programme in the township of
Khayelitsha, Cape Town, South Africa. The key partners
of VPUU are the German Development Bank (KfW),
which provided the initial resources; AHT Group AG/SUN
Development, which provides the technical advisers; and
the City of Cape Town, which is represented in the project
leadership team and provides ongoing funding. While the
Prize is looking for a more holistic city-level approach,
this exemplary initiative offers significant learning points
for cities around the world facing similar problems.

The VPUU programme addresses the most basic priority
of urban policy - personal safety. It offers a proven
solution to this problem where the issue is most acute:
the informal and semi-formalised housing areas that
are proliferating on the edges of major cities throughout
the developing world. And it does so in a remarkably
cost-efficient and effective way, through relatively
simple and cost-effective urban-design measures. The
strategic positioning of buildings and structures that
provide visual surveillance and security along open and
well-lit pedestrian paths ensures safe routes to and
from people’'s homes. In addition, voluntary community
participation provides an effective means of training
young people, thereby assisting their entry into the
formal economy.

Key to the achievements was the process of intense
consultation with the residents of Khayelitsha, which led
to an understanding of real needs and the subsequent
ownership by residents. This firm support is the single
most powerful engine that sustains the programme.
Furthermore, the team’s commitment and dedication to
the cause is impressive and affirms the positive value of
good urban design in improving the basic quality of life.

The scheme is already accepted by Cape Town for
emulation in comparable areas and will soon be
implemented in other South African cities. The potential
for its emulation across Africa, the continent with the
fastest growing urban population worldwide, is almost
incalculable. This achievement, despite its modest
funding, is potentially one of the most important for
cities across the developing world, and therefore
deserving of exceptional recognition
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Special Mention 2010
Jamie Lerner

Dr Jaime Lerner was shortlisted for his achievements,
particularly as mayor of Curitiba and as governor of the
state of Parana. He is widely credited for pioneering
three innovative and impactful urban solutions during
his term in office, namely: the integrated transit
network (ITNJ), or the bus rapid transit (BRT); the system
of storm-water drainage through the creation of parks
as “flood parking” areas; and the establishment of over
270 rural villages, to improve the livelihood

of the lowest income groups.

Dr Lerner’s administration was characterised by
project-based strategies, employed as a form of “urban
acupuncture”. These strategies are multidimensional,
such as the parks, which are not only for leisure, but also
for storm-water drainage. They are also catalytic, like the
rural villages project, which provided shelter and land to
the lowest income group, who are then able to generate
their own livelihood. Most importantly, these strategies
deliver tangible benefits to a wide spectrum of the
population, for example, the rural village project alleviates
the living conditions of those living on a low income; the
ITN, as dependable public transport for the working class;
and the parks, for the enjoyment of the whole community.
In a world of finite resources, Dr Lerner’s approaches to
solving urban problems provide good learning points to
both developing and developed nations.

Special Mention 2010
Sheila Dikshit

Mrs Sheila Dikshit was shortlisted for her notable
implementations in improving the living environment of
the National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi. In spite of
limited resources and limited control over the planning
process, Mrs Dikshit had managed to muster the
masses to implement several project-based initiatives
that led to an improvement in quality of life. She also
managed to increase the green cover in Dethi from 26
sg km in 1997 to nearly 300 sq km in 2010, and was the
key proponent in converting all public transport to the
use of compressed natural gas (CNG]J fuel. This has led
to a marked improvement in the air quality of the city.

In addition, she conceptualised the Bhagidari Citizen-
Government Partnership, which involved collaboration
between citizens and the city administration for the
improvement of civic services. The Bhagidari now
includes 2,300 citizen groups with over 5 million
people. Mrs Dikshit also successfully carried out a
power sector reform that brought about the positive
mindset of consumers and distribution companies
after privatisation of the sector. Other positive
outcomes include the lowering of aggregate technical
and commercial losses from 50% to 18%, and a
vast improvement in services. The success of her
implementations depends upon having a leader with
great commitment and perseverance.
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